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Name: (last, first) Preferred name:
Address:
Phone Number: E-mail:

How (or from whom) did you learn about Leadership North Port?
Have you ever participated in a Leadership Program before? If so, where?

Recommendations:
Please list two people who are knowledgeable about your leadership performance and potential.

Name Affiliation
Telephone Number E-Mail Address
Name Affiliation
Telephone Number All sessions are on second Fridays, from
approximately 8:30 am to 5:00 pm.
Commitment: Please mark these dates on your calendar NOW.
Tuition for Chamber members is $600.00. After (Please be advised that there is always the possibility of
you have been accepted to participate in the U”f0ﬁ€5€€n ' '
program, payment is due in full by December 31, conflicts that might cause calendar adjustments.)
2026.

Participants are expected to commit to attending all
sessions and to conduct themselves professionally.
Attendance is defined as all-day attendance,
including lunch, at the appropriate times and

January 8, 2027 - Nonprofit/Community
Services Day

locations. Attendance logs will be kept. Participants February 12, 2027 - Healthcare Day
who miss more than two (2) sessions will be
2027 Class Schedule: March 12, 2027 - Education Day
Ineligible to graduate; however, participants may Introduction April 9, 2027 - Environment &

. . . January 6, 2027 Tourism Day
make up the necessary sessions in the leadership 3 Q.

7:00 am - 8:30 am

program the following year and will then be (Breakfast Club May 14, 2027 - Government & Arts
awarded their graduate status upon completion of Networking) Day

the make-up day(s). Participation in the class

project is required (a project that contributes to June 11, 2027 - Media Day

the community). Tuition refunds will not be Opening Retreat July 9, 2027 - Justice Day
issued. January 6, 2027 August 13, 2027 — Economic
9:00 am - 4:00 pm Development/Manufacturing Da
S NPACC Office P g oay
Please initial to indicate that you understand the Mandatory Graduation Luncheon
above requirements: participation September 10, 2027

initial



Leadership North Port
Class of 2027

Leadership North Port is an exciting series of city-

wide programs that deepens your connection to

our community and broadens your understanding

of what makes North Port unique. Through an
engaging exploration of our city’'s history,

geography, education, economy, government, and

culture, participants gain a well-rounded
appreciation for how these elements work
together to strengthen and grow our community
and the people who call it home.

The program provides a welcoming space where
emerging and established leaders can sharpen

their skills, expand their perspectives, and connect

with others who care deeply about North Port's
future. By bringing together diverse voices, we
spark fresh thinking and creative solutions to the
real challenges our community faces. This year's
program will also feature exciting leadership

workshops designed to help participants grow and

develop the skills that make a real difference —
because at its heart, Leadership North Port is
about inspiring informed leaders who move our
community forward together.

Program Obijectives:

¢ To identify and inspire future and current
community leaders.

e To develop leadership skills and qualities of
participants through in-depth views of the city.

e To stimulate communication among present and

future leaders.

e To assist those already in leadership roles to
increase their access to additional positions
of community leadership in an informed and
responsible manner.

e To motivate and encourage participants to
assume leadership roles in community affairs.

Program Information:

e Application to Leadership North Port is open to
people who live or work in the North Port area.

e Leadership North Port is committed to having a
diverse and dynamic membership.

e Applicants must have the full support of the
company or organization by which they are
employed.

Attendance at every session is expected.

Participants who miss more than two (2) sessions will be

ineligible to graduate; however, participants may make
up the necessary sessions in the leadership program
the following year to receive the completion plaque.

Instructions/Selection:

Applications must be submitted on official
application form. Secure a paper form in person at the
North Port Area Chamber of Commerce,

online (www.northportareachamber.com), or

by e-mail (wgunnin@northportareachamber.com),
or, call the Chamber office at (941) 564-3040.

e Limit answers to the space provided.
e Applications must be fully completed and signed by

the applicant.

e All applications are subject to a confidential review

process.

e Selected applicants will receive an acceptance letter,

after which tuition payment must be made by the
appointed date stated in the letter.

Selection Criteria:

The Leadership North Port class shall be selected on the
following criteria:

Individual qualifications and not that of their employer.
Representation that reflects a wide range of diverse
socio-economic backgrounds.

Demonstrated ability to set and achieve personal and
professional goals.

Proven dedication to the North Port community and
to society.

A commitment to the time required by the program.

A commitment to be a responsible and engaged
participant.

Applicants who are accepted will be notified by email/
phone call by December 18, 2026.

Participants who are running for public office are

welcome to join us; however, class time should remain a

space for learning and community connection — not
campaigning or promoting a candidacy in any way.

Applications must be received by 5:00 pm on
Friday, December 11, 2026
Payment is due in full by December 31, 2026


http://www.northportareachamber.com/
mailto:(wgunnin@northportareachamber.com

Employment:

Employer

Type of Business or Organization Start Date
Address

Phone Number E-Mail Address

What is your current responsibility with the employer and/or organization?

Is your company a current Chamber member? _Yes _No

List previous employment from past (5) years (include dates):

Employer Dates
Employer Dates
Employer Dates
Employer Dates
Employer Dates

Education: Begin with highest attained degree.

School Location Degree Attained
School Location Degree Attained
School Location Degree Attained

List special awards and/or honors in work or education:

What specific skills/knowledge do you hope to gain from your participation in Leadership North Port?

What qualities will you bring to the program?

Describe one important personal or professional goal you hope to attain within the next five years.

Describe how you have demonstrated a leadership role in your personal and/or professional life.




Community Activity: (Please limit answers to the space provided)

What experiences or influences have shaped your commitment to caring for our community?

What do you see as the biggest challenges/opportunities facing the North Port area today?

What volunteer organization/activities are you currently involved in? If new to the area, in what have you
previously been involved?

Organization Position/Office
Describe responsibility and/or accomplishments:

Organization Position/Office

Describe responsibility and/or accomplishments:

Organization Position/Office

Describe responsibility and/or accomplishments:

What types of volunteer activities would you like to become involved with in the future?

Make sure your application is complete, signed, and dated, then submit it in whichever way works best for you —
email it to wgunnin@northportareachamber.com, or mail/deliver it to:

Leadership North Port

c/o North Port Area Chamber of Commerce

14140 Tamiami Trail

North Port, FL 34287

| understand the goals and commitments of the Leadership North Port Program. If selected, | will devote the time required to
successfully complete the program and class project (a project that contributes to the community). | understand tuition is due
upon my affirmation of acceptance. My employer supports my application to the program.

Signature Date
Submission of an application does not guarantee placement.
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